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keepers of the earth: native american stories and activities for 
children; by michael j. caduto and joseph bruchac; fulcrum resources booR on 
native american culture pertaining to the. earth . 

k-grade 12 
ISBN 1c55591-385-7 
s:s x 11, 240pages 
b/w photographs, llust., pb . 
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The flagship book in the Keepers ofthe.E:arth® series, this 
environmental classic, now in paperback, teaches children 
respect and stewardship for the Earth and all living things. · 

Beginning with Native American stories, this invaluable and 
time-honored resource provides readers·with an. 
abundance of hands-on activities that will inspire children 
to understand and appreciate Native American cultures arid 
.theEarth. · 

Excerpt: 
Constellation Map · 
Make a map ofthe circumpolar,constellations by gluing 
"stars" (dried beans and gra'ins) onto a cardboard "sky": .. 
more 

··Review: 
... a wonderful. treasure of stories· and environmentally 
related activities.forchi.ldren of all ages. ··If you are a 
storyteller or enjoy tales about Native Americans, then this 
book belongsinyour library ... more .· 

Table of Contents 

http://W:ww.fulcrum-re!!_ources.com/html/keepers _ earth.html 

Sc- 52.. 

8/19/00 



· keepers of the· earth, native american stories and environmental activities for children, book Page 2 of 6 

Foreword 
Acknowledgments 
Map Showing the Cultural Areas and Tribal Locations of Native North 
American Groups 
Introduction: Steps for Using This Book Effectively 

PARTONE. . . 
A Guide for Using and Enjoying This Book 

1 
Of Science and Indian Myths 

2. 
Tips and.Techniques for. Bringing This Book to Life 

PART TWO 
Native American Stories and Environmental Activities 

3 
The Coming of Gluscabi (Abellaki-Northeast Woodlands) 

· Topic: Sense of Place 
Activity: Once Upon a Place 

4 
The Earth on Turtle's Back (Onondaga-.-Northeast Woodlands) 
Topic: Nature andHuman.Needs. · . . . · 
Activity: Nature: Who Needs It? The Turtle's Gifts to People··.· 

5 .· . . . 
Four Worlds: The Djne Story of Creation (Dine [Navajo]-
Southwest) . 
Topic: Trees arid Their Values; Stewardship 
Act.ivities: Brother Soil, Sister Tree · 
Tree People ~ 
Fire. 

6 
Loo-Wit, T)le Fire~Keeper (Nisqually-.-Pacific Northwest) 
Topic: Energy: Foims, . Sources,· and Conservation 
·Activities: The Energy Experience · 
Energy: Lose It as You Use It 
CarePairs · · 

7 
t:low Grandmother Spider Stole the Sun (Muskogee [Creek]- ·• 
Oklahoma) . · . ·.. . · ·. · . 
Topic: .Photosynthesis, En.ergy Flow and The Cycle of Day ~nd Night 
ActiviJies: Sun Circle 
Vored to Death 
DaylightNight . 
Earth · 

8 
Tunka~hila, Gral)dfather Rock (Lakota [Sioux]~Great Plains) · 

• Old Man Cpyote and the Rock (Pawnee-Great Plains) 
Topic: Geology andSoil .. . . 
Activities: Roc~ to Rock: A Fantasy Journey 
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Rock Charades 
Making-Soi_l 
Wind and Weather 

9 
Gluscabi and the Wind Eagle (Abenaki-Northeast Woodlands) 
Topic: Wind, Weather, Cleim Air and Seed Dispersal 
Activities: Catch the Wind 
From Whence the Wind? 

· Things That Blow In On the Wind 
Water · 

10 
The Hero Twins and the Swallower of Clouds (Zuni---5outhwest) 
Koluscap and the Water Monster (MicMac and Maliseet-Nova 
Scotia) 
Topic: Fresh Water and Its Inhabitants 
Activities: Rain Making 
Life in a Pond or Stream 
Water: Here Today, Where Tomorrow? 

_ Water Cycle Relay 

11 
H9w Thunder and Earthquake Made Ocean (Yurok-California) 
Sedna, The Woman Under the Sea (lnuit-Aretic Regions) 
Topic: The Open Ocean and Inuit (Eskimo) Survival _ 
Activities: Pelagic Charades · 
Ocean Life: The Large and the Small of It 

. Making Waves and Other Current Events 
Saltwater Taste and Freeze 
People -of the Sea 

12 
· How Raven Made the Tides. (Tsimshian-Pacific Northwest) 
Topic: The. seashore· · 
Activities: Seashore Symphony 
Tide Tack Toe · 
Filter Feeders 
Waves Ahoy! 
Seashore Solitude 
Sky 

13 
How Coyote Was the Moon (Kalispel-ldaho) 
Topic: fhe Moon, Solar Eclipse and Lunar Eclipse 
Activities: Rea'ding the Moon · 
Moon Walker 
Hot Moon, Cold Moon 

14 
How Fisher Went to the Skyland: The Origin of the Big Dipper 
(Anishinabe-Great Lakes Region)·-· · · 
Topic: Astronomy .. ·_ 
Activities: Creating Constellation~ 
Frorn t~e Milky Way to the Zodiac 
Stargazing. · · · 
A Stroll to the Sun 
Speedy Sunbeams 
Seasons· 
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15 
Spring Defeats Winter (Seneca......;Northeast Woodlands) 
Topic: Seasons and Seasonal Plant Cycles 
Activities: Season Suite 
Friend For All Seasons 
Seasons on Earth: out Tilted Planet 
Plants and Animals · 

16 
The Coming of Corn (Cherokee-North. Carolina) 
Topic: Farmirig, ·Gardening and the Nutrient Cycle 
.ACtivities: The Plant~r. the Crop and the Soil 
Nutrient Cyclers . 
Farming and the Nutrient Cycle 

17 
Manabozho and the Maple ~Trees 
(Anishinabe-Great Lakes Region) 
Topic: Forests, Trees and Plant Succession 
Activities: Tree Parts and Their Functions 
Field to Forest 

·. 18 
Kokopilau, The Hump-Backed Flute· Player (Hopi-5outhwest) . 
Topic: Insects, Flowers and Pollination · · 
ACtivities: Creating Kok.opili:m 
Busy as a Bee 

1.9 . . . . .. 
. How Turtle Flew South for the Winter.· 
(Dakota ·[Sioux]-Midwest) 

.·Topic: ·W;nt~r and Animal Survival 
Activities: Winter is Coming 
Snoozing Away the Winter 

. Migration: :ay Day and By Night 
Taking Flight: North bySouth 
Begin With Who You Are 

20 
Gh.iscabi and the Game Al1imais 
(Abenaki-Northeast Woodlands) 
Topic: Native American Wildlife Stewardship, Predator and Prey 
Activities: A Joumf!y With the Abenakis · · 
Predator and Prey · · 

21 
Awi Usdi, The Little.Deer (Cherokee-North carolina) 
Topic: Caring ofAnimals and Species Survival 
Activities: Caring for Animals: Inside and Outside 
Helpir'lg a Species in Need 

22. . . . . 
The Origin of Death (Siksika [Biackfeet]-Montana) 
Topic:.Life, Death and Carrying Capacity ·· 
. Activity: Enough Lite Already! 
Death and life: Lost ·and Found 

. Unity otEarth 

. . 

· http://www .fulcrum-resourc¢s. ~om/htmllkeepers:_ earth:htffil 8/19/oo·· 



. ~ keepers of the earth, native american stories and environmental activities for children," book Page 5 of 6 

23 
The White Buffalo Calf Woman and the Sacred Pipe 
(Lakota [Sioux]-Great Plains) · 
Topic: Earth Stewardship: Yesterday, Today and Tomoffow 
Activities: The Time of Our Lives 
Earth Circle of Life 
Afterword 

Glossary arid the Pronunciation Key to Native American Words. 
·and Names Appearing in this Book · 

. Art and Photographic Credi.ts 
lridex ofActivities Arranged by Subject 

Keepers of the· Earth Teacher's Guide . . . 

Michael J. Caduto and Joseph Bruchac 
isbn 1.:55591-040..;8 · · 

· 8-1/2 x 11, 52 pages 
bibliography, reading lists 
Paperback $9.95 

This. supplement includes additional teaching ideas, 
background informati9ri; and bibliographies of additional 
resources . 

. Keepers of the Earth Audiocassette: 
Native American Stories 

Told by Joseph Bruchac · · 
·All ages· · 

ISBN-.1-55591-099-8 
Two audiocassettes, 133 minutes 
$16.9_5 

Joseph B.ruohac's readings of all 24 stories found in 
Keepers of the Earth. 

Native American Stories 
told by Joseph Bruchac 
ISBN 1-55591-094-7 
7 x tO; 1 ~0 page~ 

. Paperback $12.95 

·. home 1 ·e-mail. us about us 1 new 1 forthcoming I links I events . 

. last updated Tuesday, August 01, 2000 

http://www .fulcrum-resources. com/html/keepers _ earth.html 8/19/00 


